" CARNI VAL/ THE MAG C HORSE"

OVER A BLACK SCREEN CALLI OGPE MJSI C PLAYS

EXT. CH CAGO NEI GHBORHOOD - Cl RCUS BACKYARD - DAY
A hot overcast afternoon. THUNDER RUMBLES.

The site contains a colorful nmaze of trailers and vans. Sound
of CALLI OPPE MJSI C mi xes with VA CES.

A sword-swal | ower plunges steel down his throat. Fire dancers
with painted faces light their torches.

SUPERI MPOCSE: CHI CAGO, AUGUST

EXT. SANCHEZ TRAI LER - DAY

Glt letters on the trailer's side read: "SANCHEZ H GH W RE
ARTI STS"

| NT. SANCHEZ TRAILER - DAY - SAME

A BOY dressed in a tank top and jeans lies on a narrow bed.

CARLOS SANCHEZ, 17, has a great face and a muscul ar body t hat
shows years of physical training.

He studies a Sanchez Hi gh-wire POSTER on the wall above his
head. Inmages of Carlos, his nother, Anna, grandfather Luis,
and younger brother, Manuel smle down at Carl os.

Sound of an ELEPHANT' S TRUMPET O S. jolts Carlos out of bed.

I NT. SANCHEZ TRAI LER BATHROOM - DAY

Carlos stands at the sink. He twists on the cold; a quick
spl ash on his face nakes himshiver. He conbs his hair

He stretches his arnms and tries to push the narrow wal |l s

wi der apart.

EXT. COSTI NELLI Cl RCUS BACKYARD - CHI CAGO - DAY

A sweating CROND strains with anticipation behind ropes.
Carlos, in full costune, follows his nother -- the proud,
beautiful, ANNA, 43, in her matching costune and glittering
cape.

Behi nd dark sungl asses, Carlos and Anna seem unaware of the
peopl e who fall back with awe-struck faces.



A SMALL BOY waves a G rcus PROGRAM and PENCIL at Carl os. But
Carl os shakes his head and noves on. The di sappointed child
turns to his MOTHER for confort.

ANNA
And what did you learn from ne today,
nmy son?

Carlos hurries to keep up.

CARLCS
Keep ny eye always on the target.
ANNA
And. . .
CARLCS
Never | ook down.
ANNA
Good. Renenber this: the earth bound

peopl e --

Anna gestures to her adoring fans.

ANNA
(conti nui ng)
-- like these, live all their days

rooted to the ground.

EXT. DRESSI NG TENT ENTRANCE - DAY
Carl os and Anna stop at the entrance.

ANNA
(conti nui ng)
We cannot go for |ong w thout
visiting the sky. No?

Carlos snmiles a secret snile.

CARLCS
VWhat ever you say, | do it.

I NT. ANNA SANCHEZ' S DRESSI NG ROOM - DAY

Carl os and Anna stop to admire their inmages in the |life-size
poster on the wall.

ANNA
Li ke it?

CARLCS
It's great. M. Costinelli wll |ike
it.



Anna noves an open PHOTO ALBUM on the dressing table.

Sepia famly PICTURES of high-wire ancestors spill fromthe
book. Carl os hands them back to Anna.

ANNA
G aci as.

She tucks the pictures inside the al bum
ANNA
(conti nui ng)
Now | want to give you sonething.
Anna unl ocks a small door in her dressing table.

Carl os shows surprise when Anna lifts out an anci ent hand-
carved wooden MJSI C BOX.

A smal |l jewel -encrusted CAROUSEL HORSE crowns the box.
Carl os kneels to get a better |ook.
ANNA
(conti nui ng)

Ah, see you like? Have | captured
your interest? MmP

CARLCS
Where did you find it?
ANNA
VWher e i ndeed!
CARLCS

Did your papa carve it?

ANNA
No, no. Your grandfather brought this
treasure fromthe old country. When
he died, he left it to ne.

Carl os touches the horse's eye. He exanines the other eye.
ANNA

(conti nui ng)
Ah. You noticed. One eye is a

bul | seye.
CARLCS
Si.
ANNA
That makes this horse special |ike
you.

Carl os | owers his head.



CARLCS
VWhat about Manuel ?

ANNA
He is ny baby. O course | |love him
but 1'mespecially proud of you,
Carl os.

He sm | es.

ANNA
(conti nui ng)
You' ve | earned many of ny high-wire
secrets, not so easy to do.

Anna turns. She takes his hand.
ANNA
(conti nui ng)
Your M. Johnny reports high marks
for your studies.

Carl os takes a deep breath.

ANNA
(conti nui ng)
Tonight, | nmust reward such good work
by giving you this, ny nost prized

treasure.
Anna wi nds a gol den key at the side of the box.
The Carousel horse turns slowy to a Cl RCUS TUNE

ANNA
(conti nui ng)
The famly will try to claimit. Keep
it safe, ny Carlos. No matter what
happens.

CARLCS
What do you mean?

ANNA
| have said all | can. Now you nust
di scover the rest for yourself.
Suddenly Anna | eans close to the horse's tiny ear.
ANNA
(conti nui ng)
You belong to Carl os now. Take good
care of himas you have done for ne.
Carl os | ooks puzzl ed.
Anna | ocks the nusic box behind the small door.

Ri sing, she gives the KEY to Carl os.



ANNA
(conti nui ng)
And now, | tell you another secret!

Carl os pockets the key.
Anna's eyes glow with enotion.
ANNA
(conti nui ng)
Today, your Uncle Hernando told ne
of... a once-in-a-life-tine chance!l

Anna pulls her dazzling cape froma hanger. Carlos hel ps her
with it.
ANNA
(conti nui ng)
Toni ght! A scout fromthe big circus
attends our perfornmance!

CARLCS
A scout ?

ANNA
He nmust notice our act!
| NT. CENTER RI NG - N GHT

Show time. A 1500-seat tent and it's jammed with KIDS and
ADULTS of all ages.

A BAND PLAYS O S.

RI NGVASTER AL | eads Carl os, Anna, LU S SANCHEZ, 60's, and
MANUEL, 15, into the ring.

Anna steps forward and waves the NET away.

Carl os gasps. Manuel shakes his head, no.

MO S. Luis argues with Anna and RI NGVASTER AL.
The CROND APPLAUDS.

Al bows to Anna. He signals TWO ROADI ES to take down the
net. It falls to the sawdust. SI X CLOMS stow t he net.

Carl os and Manuel take Anna's hands. She smles.
Al crosses to his M CROPHONE.
RI NGVASTER AL (V.Q)
Laaadi es and gentl emen! Boys and
girls, children of all ages!

DRUM RCLL.



RI NGVASTER AL (V. Q)
(conti nui ng)
Pl ease turn your attention to the
center ring --
The audi ence CHEERS.
RI NGVASTER AL (V. Q)
(conti nui ng)
-- see the world-renowned Sanchez
Fam |y starring the great Anna.
Anna sal utes the crowd. They ROAR.

ANOTHER DRUM ROLL.

I NT. H GAW RE PERCH - N GHT

Carlos stands with his nother on the perch. They take turns
stepping into the resin box.

Manuel waits one step bel ow on the | adder.

Carl os | ooks down.

Anna draws his chin up with her hand. She gives hima
reassuring smle. Anna points to Luis at the other end of the
wre.

The audi ence APPLAUDS.

Carlos follows Anna onto the wire. He takes a deep breath,
shifting for bal ance.

Anna signals for silence. Suddenly, Anna does a backward
sommar sal t.

Carl os, stunned.

She falls.

SCREAMS from t he audi ence.

Carl os wobbl es as he | eans toward his nother's hand.

Their hands brush past each other.

INT. BI G TOP CENTER RI NG - N GHT

THREE PARAMEDI CS rush by the Sanchez Famly.

Carlos, lost in his grandfather’'s Luis' armns.

Anna's brother, UNCLE HERNANDO, 50, conforts Mnuel.

Ri ngnaster Al speaks MO S. into his nicrophone.



Shaken CHI LDREN SOB in their PARENT'S arns.
Sirens WAI L.

EXT. QUTSIDE Cl RCUS TENT - N GHT

BAND MUSI C PLAYS O S. throughout the scene.

Carlos and Luis watch the performance through a tent fl ap.
Superi npose TWO WEEKS LATER

Carlos feels a hand on his shoulder. He turns to see TRAPEZE
ARTI ST, SHANDEL, 20, in a brilliant costune and heavy nakeup.

Shandel shakes her el aborately arranged tinted red curls at
Carl os.

SHANDEL
There you are. Cee, you | ook awful,
i ke you haven't slept in weeks.

CARLCS
| haven't.

Shandel softens her voi ce.

SHANDEL
... I'"msorry about your nother. You
shoul d' ve cone over to ny trailer.

Carl os | ooks down.

SHANDEL
(conti nui ng)
Look at ne, Carl os.

Car| os obeys.

SHANDEL
(conti nui ng)
You know, | get real tired of waiting
for you to get done practicing al

the tine.
CARLCS
You practice too.
SHANDEL
Not every m nute.
CARLCS
|'ve got ny school |essons with M.

Johnny.

She takes a step forward.



SHANDEL
Besi des, you're too young for nme. Al
we do is argue. | don't want your

ring anynore!
Shandel flings a GOLD RING and CHAIN at Carl os.
He raises his hand in defense.
Luis finds the jewelry in the dark.
SHANDEL
(conti nui ng)
That's it. You're too serious! You're
no fun. I want fun!
Shandel runs into the darkness.
Luis hel ps Carlos put on the chain.
Carlos glares through the tent fl ap.
Luis pats himon the back.
LU S
Carlos, you're a special breed. You
stand in the sky, and you wal k the
wire alone. There is no room for
anyone else in your life.

Carlos bites his lip in silence.

| NT. ANNA SANCHEZ' DRESSI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Carlos sits staring at the closed al bum before Anna's mrror.
Her music box glitters under the mirror |ights.
Carl os winds the golden key. The music box PLAYS.
A flood of renenbering. He holds his head in his hands.
A KNOCK at the door.
HERNANDO (O S.)
Carlos, it's Uncle Hernando. My I
come in?
Carl os opens the door. Uncle Hernando enters. He's dressed in
bl ack coat with a fur collar. He pats Carlos on the shoul der.
Carl os pulls away.
HERNANDO
Carl os, have you seen Martina? She's
gone nmissing |I'mafraid.

CARLOS
No.



Her nando' s col | ar awakens. MARTI NA, a sabl e raccoon-faced
ferret, lifts her head fromthe back of Hernando's coll ar.

HERNANDO
Ah. Here you are, you little devil.

Her nando draws the ferret gently into his hands. He strokes
her back.

CARLCS
Did you talk to M. Costinelli?

HERNANDO
Doesn't Uncle always try to solve the
famly's problens?

CARLCS
VWhat did he say?

Her nando hol ds Martina hi gh above his head.

HERNANDO
Costinelli will give us one nore week
to get the act together.

He swings Martina down and places her on the dressing table.
She burrows under a towel.

CARLCS
One week?

HERNANDO
Anot her high-wire act naned R vas
practiced today. They want to take
our pl ace.

Her nando touches the horse. Carlos noves it out of Hernando's
r each.

HERNANDO
(conti nui ng)
So beautiful. And that sweet little
song! Play the song for your Uncle.

Carlos turns the gol den key.

They watch the horse turn to the MJUSIC. Martina peeks out
fromthe towel to listen.

HERNANDO
(conti nui ng)
Papa shoul d have left this little
horse to ne, his only son.

The nmusic WNDS DOWN. The horse STOPS. Carlos gently pulls
the horse fromit's stand.
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HERNANDO
(conti nui ng)
Cl ever!

KNOCKI NG i s heard at the door.

| NT. DRESSI NG ROOM CORRI DOR - NI GHT

TI M BURKE, stage nmanager, |listens at the door.

| NT. ANNA SANCHEZ' DRESSI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Carlos stares at the horse. He replaces it on its stand.

STAGE MANAGCER S VO CE (O S.)
Fi ve m nutes, Carl os.

Her nando goes to the door.

HERNANDO
Carlos is here. Thank you.

Carl os wat ches Her nando.

HERNANDO
(conti nui ng)
You' ve decided to performtonight?

The boy | ooks deep into the mrror at his own haggard face.
Her nando pi cks up Marti na.

HERNANDO
(conti nui ng)
Luis has asked ne to sell Anna's
musi ¢ box.

Carl os st ands.

CARLCS
lt's mne now She left it to ne.

HERNANDO
The fam |y needs funds, and |'ve
found a buyer. W all nust sacrifice.

Carl os paces the room

HERNANDO
(conti nui ng)
"Il pick it up after the show.

CARLCS
No! You'll never sell Mama's horse!
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HERNANDO
What is it Luis always says? "FAMLY
first.”

Carl os backs up against the dressing table.
HERNANDO
(conti nui ng)
| feel sorry for you. No Mama. A
runaway Papa. Only old Luis and Uncle
Hernando left to care for you and
br ot her.
Her nando exits with Marti na.

Carlos buries his face in the folds of Anna's cape.

I NT. BI G TOP CENTER RI NG - N GHT

SPOTLI GHTS swing to Carlos and Manuel. Luis joins his
grandsons. He wears Anna's cape. The Sanchez famly smles
and sal utes.

Lui s hooks Anna's cape around Carl os' neck. Manuel grinmaces.

CARLCS
| can't wear Mama's cape! | can't
even remenber the act.

LU S
Once you're up there again, | know
you w Il find your courage.

MANUEL
Man, you give her cape to him What

do | get?
Luis gl ances at Manuel.

LU S
Not now. Show respect for your elders.

MANUEL
Prop- hol der, cape-catcher, that's
Manuel 's job. Pick up after "M.
G eat One" here.

LU S
Qui et, Manuel .

Manuel sul ks.

Hal f-way up the | adder, Carlos sees endl ess rungs towering
above.

AUDI ENCE
CAR- LCS! CAR- LCS!



12.

Carlos' eyes circle the tent. He waves one hand for quiet.
Peopl e m sread the wave. APPLAUSE.
The boy signals Luis.
Luis raises his arm
SI LENCE.
Luis points toward the wire another 50 feet above.
Carl os draws a deep breath. Again, he drags his body up.
Hs right foot slips. He misses a rung.
Pani c crosses Carlos' face. He clings to the |adder.
The ril ed audi ence begi ns FOOT- POUNDI NG
AUDI ENCE
(conti nui ng)

CAR- LOS! CAR- LOS!
Carl os watches Luis and Manuel scranble down.
He sees Hernando say sonething to Ringmaster Al MO S.
Ri ngnmaster Al dashes into the Center Ring.

RI NGMASTER AL (V. Q)

Ladi es and Gentlenmen! Carlos is all

right. Please be seated. W'Il|l get on

with the show
The BAND PLAYS.

SPOTLI GHTS twi st away from Carl os to Shandel, waving from her
trapeze.

A ROAR fromthe crowd. A few WH STLES.

Carl os reaches the base of the | adder.

| NT. ANNA SANCHEZ' DRESSI NG ROOM - NI GHT

BAND MJSI C continues O S. under the entire scene.
LOUD THUNDER CLAP

Carl os winds Anna's nusic box wi th shaki ng hands.

Wil e the MJSI C PLAYS, the boy pulls a canvas duffel bag from
t he cl oset.

Carlos hears O S. SHOUTI NG VO CES. A DOOR SLAMS.
He tosses the PHOTO ALBUM i nto his bag.
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The MJSI C BOX SONG ENDS.

| NT. ANNA SANCHEZ' DRESSI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Luis leans in at the open door.

Mrror LIGHTS GLOWN I eaving the rest of the roomin darkness.
Luis draws the door shut.

Behi nd the cl osing door stands Carlos wearing his nother's
cape and the gol den key on the chain around his neck. Sequins
spar k.

Carlos folds the cape into his duffel. He pauses at the
dressing table.

Wth a resolved, determ ned face, he pulls the little horse
fromits stand and drops the horse into his bag.

EXT. BI G TOP SI DE ENTRANCE - NI GHT

O S. BAND MJSI C conti nues.

LI GHTNI NG chases STORM CLOUDS across the sky.

Carlos, in his jeans and a tank shirt, exits through a tent
flap.

Huggi ng his duffel bag, he runs west down the sidewal k.

EXT. CHI CAGO STREET - N GHT

RAIN begins to fall.

Carl os wal ks along an enpty street. Of Madi son, he sees
poverty and decay. Turning away, he notices a woman asleep in
a doorway.

EXT. CHI CAGO RAI LROAD YARD - NI GHT

RAI NI NG harder now as Carl os runs al ong the tracks.

A freight creeps toward Carl os.

The boy notices he's being foll owed.

Carl os escapes BOB MURPHY, 30's, by |eaping and sliding over
cars fromtrack to track.

BOB
Hey, stop!

Carl os | oses Bob. The boy runs beside a noving train. He
hoi sts hinself into an open boxcar.
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Bob runni ng.
BOB
(conti nui ng)
Wi t !
(running faster)
Who are you?

Wheel s CLICK al ong the tracks.

| NT. BOXCAR - NI GHT

Bob appears in the car. Carlos has nowhere to go. Bob |eaps
at Carlos and grabs himfrom behind around the throat. Bob
draws a knife.

Carlos grabs his duffel bag. He swings it at Bob.

Wbbling at the doorway, Bob |oses his bal ance; he nmust junp
fromthe train.

Carlos' breaths conme in quick gasps as he |l eans out to see
Bob sl ow then stop running after the noving freight.

EXT. BOXCAR - SOUTHERN I LLINO S - N GHT

The freight rolls through silent pasturel ands.

The MOON I LLUMNES a wild grom h of weeds and tangl ed grasses.

| NT. BOXCAR - NI GHT
W apped in Anna's cape, Carlos watches the passing scene.

Anot her train SHRILLS past.

EXT. BOXCAR - DAWN

Tracks rush by bel ow.

| NT. BOXCAR - MORNI NG

No | onger wearing the cape, Carlos | eans agai nst the open
door.

He wat ches an abandoned farm di sappear. A dying cornfield
flies by. A BOY, 8 walks along a low fence railing like a
wi re-wal ker.

Carlos leans out to see if the boy made it to the end.

Ahead on a high bluff, Carlos spots a FERRI S-WHEEL surrounded
by dry corn.
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The wheel SPARKLES in the norning sun. It acts as a beacon,
snappi ng Carl os' eyes to deci sion.
He tosses his bag fromthe noving freight; Carlos follows
tunbling easily into tall grass.
EXT. GRASS NEAR TRACKS - MORNI NG

The caboose passes; Carlos watches the freight vani sh around
a curve.

Wth a puzzled | ook, he studies the glow ng Ferris Weel.
Then he renmenbers and checks the horse in his bag. It's okay.

Tears run down Carlos' face. The boy waps the horse in
Anna's cape and repacks it.

EXT. PATH ALONG TRACKS - MORNI NG

Wth his bag strapped over one shoul der, Carl os wal ks al ong
the railroad siding on a gravel path.

Heat SHI MVERS before Carlos. Crickets HUM

The path broadens to a dirt road. A SIGN | oons before Carl os.
It reads:"WELCOVE TO EDGEMONT. Popul ati on 1050. "

He wal ks on.

EXT. BLUFF ABOVE TRACKS - DAY
WARREN STONER, 17, watches Carl os through Bl NOCULARS.

EXT. MAIN STREET CORNER - MORNI NG

Carl os brushes the dust fromhis jeans and shirt. He conbs
his hair in the reflection of a shop w ndow.

A DOG BARKS and whinpers O S. This sound FADES as Carl os
noves away.

Carl os | ooks past the LIBRARY/ COURTHOUSE al ong the three-
bl ock stretch call ed downt own Edgenont.

Carlos smles at a THEATRE MARQUEE featuring "VI VA ZAPATA"
and "WAR OF THE WORLDS. "
EXT. S| DEWALK/ DRUGSTORE - MORNI NG

Two doors down, past a FEED STORE and a DRYGOODS SHOP, Carl os
stops at a DRUGSTORE wi ndow.
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Above hangs an old neon sign that says "HARTZELL'S WTH A
HEART DRUGS. "
The boy reads a "HELP WANTED' SIGN in the w ndow.

Through the w ndow, AVERY HARTZEL gives Carl os a nenacing
stare; he stops his dusting to renove the sign.

Carl os recoils.
| NT. PERKINS' NEWS AGENCY - MORNI NG

The screen door SNAPS shut behind Carlos as he steps into the
dimy-lit shop.

Wi st - hi gh stacks of magazi nes and newspapers bl ock the
ai sl es.

Shop owner, 60-year-old MR FRED PERKINS, a thin grasshopper
of a man, perches on a tall stool behind the cash register.

Carl os and Perkins exchange wary gl ances.

The boy wal ks toward the back wall. He stops at a stack of
papers.

Carl os reads the front page CH CAGDO SUNDAY SENTI NEL HEADLI NE
"H G+ W RE PERFORMER M SSI NG "

He flips the paper over.

Carlos notices a A RL reading a nagazi ne.

G RL
(readi ng al oud)
"Nei| | ooked down at her beautiful
face. He held her young body cl oser,

cl oser.™

Carlos smles, thinking about this. He notices Brenda's
shoul der-1ength red hair.

MR PERKINS' VOCE (O S.)
Brenda? You finding everything you
need back there?

BRENDA ELAI NE HAUER, 15, bl ushes.
No makeup, dressed in a plain sumer dress, and that red hair.

BRENDA
Yes, M. Perkins. Thanks.

Brenda renenbers the story.
BRENDA

(conti nui ng)
Were was 17
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MR PERKINS' VOCE (O S.)
You tal king to soneone, Brenda?

She gri nmaces.

BRENDA
No. I'mgetting a paper, M. Perkins.
"1l be right there.

BRENDA
(conti nui ng; reading
al oud)
"Hs warmlips nmet hers for a soft
ki ss. Feelings she had never
experienced raced through her
trenbling body."

Carl os touches her hair. She brushes his hand away.
Brenda turns to face Carl os.

CARLOS BRENDA
Hol a! On!

She drops the nagazi ne.
They stoop to pick it up and bunp their heads.

He retrieves the magazi ne and offers her his hand. She
reluctantly allows himto hel p her up.

BRENDA
| didn't see anyone. | was checking
something for a friend.

Carlos smles. He picks up his bag.

CARLCS
What's your name?

BRENDA
I"'mnot allowed to talk to strangers.

Brenda backs away knocking over a pile of nmagazines. Carl os
steps around these. Brenda edges toward the front door.

MR PERKINS' VO CE O S.
That noi se you, Brenda?

BRENDA
Sonme magazi nes fell down.

Carl os stops in shadow.

PERKINS' VO CE O S.
Pick "emup for nme?

Brenda turns back to the magazi nes.
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Carlos waits. She kneels to restack the pile. He adds a few
to the pile. She hands nore to hi mw thout | ooking up.

Carl os and Brenda | ook into each other's eyes.
Brenda snat ches the Chi cago paper.

Carlos holds his breath, but she doesn't notice his picture
and headl i ne.

Perkins rings up the sale.
Brenda pays for the paper.

PERKI NS
Wait now, Brenda. Don't be running
off so fast. It's too hot.

Brenda | ooks at her WATCH.

PERKI NS
(conti nui ng)
Late for sonething?

Brenda folds the paper. Perkins takes it to read the front
page.

Carl os waits.
Brenda takes back the paper with her |eft hand.
Carl os | ooks relieved.

PERKI NS
(conti nui ng)
That your graduation watch?

BRENDA
Yes.

PERKI NS
You ready to start the big high
school next week?

Nervous, Brenda edges to the door.

PERKI NS
(conti nui ng)
How many in your graduation cl ass?

BRENDA
Thr ee.

PERKI NS
| heard there were five boys | ast
year. Wiatever happened to thenf?

Perkins | eans to check on Carl os.
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The PHONE ri ngs.

Brenda runs out.

The screen door SNAPS SHUT behind her.

Carlos follows fast. The door BANGS behi nd Carl os.
Per ki ns waves after him

The ol d man reaches for a wall phone near the register.

PERKI NS
(continuing; into the
phone)
Wait! Dang it. I'man old man. |
can't do all this at once. Hello. Who?
PERKI NS
(conti nui ng)
Not you, Tom Sure thing, I'll try to

catch her.

EXT. PERKINS NEWS AGENCY - MORNI NG
Deep in thought, Carlos watches Brenda on her bike.
Per ki ns stunbl es by Carl os. The door SLAMS. Perkins junps.

PERKI NS
(calling after Brenda)
Brenda! Wait up!

Brenda stops, fishtailing her bike on | oose gravel.

PERKI NS
(conti nui ng)
Your pa called. He says to cone hone
ri ght away.

BRENDA
I "' m goi ng home now.

PERKI NS
Your pa says not to ride through the
woods. He says it's not safe.

BRENDA
kay, M. Perkins.

Brenda ri des on.
PERKI NS

(calling after Brenda)
He says take the mai n road.
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BRENDA
(cal l'i ng back)
I will.

Perkins glares at Carlos, then catching the door before it
cl oses, he enters his store.

Per ki ns stops on the other side of the screen door.
PERKI NS
Stay there. I'll call sonmeone to help
you out.
Carl os peeks in through the front window He sees Perkins
pi ck up the phone.
EXT. MAIN STREET - TOBACCO SHOP - MORNI NG

Carl os | ooks around for a place to hide. He notices a display
of colorful life-size WXODEN FI GURES on the sidewal k.

A CONBOY with crossed arns stares sullenly at anot her COABOY
hol ding a | asso.

Bet ween these figures poses a saddl ed HORSE.

Carl os sees an EDGEMONT HI GHWAY PATROL CAR cruise by, LIGHTS
ON and TURNI NG

Deputy, BUD CLSON, stops at the News Agency.
Bud tal ks to Perkins through the door M QO S.

M. Perkins, |ooking puzzled, peers out.

EXT. TOBACCO SHOP - DAY

Carlos | eaps onto the horse's back. He points his finger at
t he wooden cowboy with the folded arnms. Carlos freezes.

BUD S VO CE (O S.)
"1l drive around and see if | can
find him
LI GHTS FLASHI NG the squad car stops and at the curb.

Wth a confused expression, Bud studies the display. He
shakes his head and drives around the corner.

Carlos risks a smle and a pat for the horse.

EXT. PERKINS NEW AGENCY/ ROOF - DAY

ROG FLETCHER, 16, and RAMON RI VAS, 17, wearing SUM T H CH
tee-shirts and worn jeans, smle at each other.
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EXT. BEH ND RAI LROAD STATI ON - DAY

Carlos steps into a PHONE BOOTH. He picks up the phone,
changes his m nd, hangs up, and exits the booth.

A DOG MOANS. Carl os hesitates. He turns back toward the sound.

A small m xed-breed DOG |ies panting on its side; he's
chained to an OUT HOUSE.

Carlos runs to the dog. He sees the dog's wearing a tattered
little jacket.

BLOOD stains the coat collar. Carlos finds a bruise on the
dog' s neck. He unhooks the chain and hurls it away.

CARLCS
Hold still. Let nme see your tag.
He reads the tag.
CARLCS

(conti nui ng)
Ckay, Topsy. Good boy.

He gently renoves the coat. The dog wags his tail.
The boy finds a tin cup next to a punp.

Topsy waits patiently while Carlos punps for a long tine.
Water fills the cup.

The dog drinks the cup dry. He WHINES for nore. Carl os punps
nore. Topsy and Carlos take turns with the water.

Carl os splashes water on his own face.

He danpens the jacket's sleeve at the punp and dabs the neck
wound. The dog YELPS.

CARLCS
(conti nui ng)
Sorry.
Carlos gently ties his handkerchi ef around the dog' s neck.
Topsy licks Carlos' hand.

Carl os, picks up Topsy and his bag and noves on.

EXT. SANCHEZ TRAI LER - CHI CAGO - DAY
Lui s reads a PAPER

He sees Hernando coming toward him Mrtina squirns in
Her ando' s hands.
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HERNANDO
"' mcertain Carlos stole that snall
horse on Anna's mnusi c box.

LU S
Never m nd that now.

Luis waves the paper at Hernando.
LU S
(conti nui ng)
The police say he's way south of
here. They give ne this list of snall
towns along the train tracks.
Her nando takes the |ist.

HERNANDO
Trust nme, Luis. I'll find our boy.

EXT. H GHWAY - DAY

Her nando drives his old pick-up truck south.

| NT. CAB/ HERNANDO S TRUCK - DAY
Her nando speeds al ong, a ROAD MAP spread next to him

On a shelf behind his head, sits Martina' s cage. The ferret
peeks over the edge of her red hammock.

From under her tiny sonbrero, she watches the receding
hi ghway t hrough the back w ndow.

HERNANDO
No worry, ny pet. I will find Carl os.

Martina stretches.
HERNANDO
(conti nui ng)
And Carlos will have our little
horse. No?
EXT. APPLE WOODS PATH - DAY
Carl os enters the woods down a worn path. Topsy VWH MPERS

Trees bend and nove above Carlos. Vines bind his feet. The
pat h di sappears in a thick undergrowh of ferns and weeds.

Carlos tears his way al ong.

BB GUN SHOTS startle Carlos. He and Topsy dive behind a bush
at the base of a tree.
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CARLCS
Qui et, now. Shhhh.

MORE BB SHOTS.
Carl os gasps. Atrickle of BLOOD appears on his forehead.

He stuffs Topsy into his shirt and quickly clinbs to a | ower
br anch.

Carl os | ooks down to see BILLIE STOKES, 12, under the tree.
Billie's big for his age. He wears faded jeans and has bare
feet.

Bl LLI E STOKES
| see you up there.

Billie LAUGHS a strange | augh.

Dizzy, Carlos closes his eyes. H s head falls against the
tree trunk.

He shakes off his dizziness.

CARLCS
What do you want ?

Bl LLI E STOKES
Not hing. I"mhunting is all.

Billie throws down the gun. He picks up Carlos' bag.

BILLIE STOKES
Let's see what's in this here bag.

Wth his free hand, Carlos w pes the sweat and bl ood fromhis
forehead. Topsy squirns inside Carlos' shirt.

Billie finds Anna's cape. He swings it around his shoul ders.

CARLCS
That's m ne!

Bl LLI E STOKES
Well now, ook at nme, ugly old Billie
St okes, dressed up so fine.

Carlos slips down the tree a few feet.

CARLOS
G ve ne that cape.
Topsy BARKS.
Billie hears sonething. He |looks afraid. He tears off the

cape, grabs the gun, and races into the woods.

Wth a look of relief, he slides to the ground.
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He pulls Topsy fromhis shirt.

CARLCS
(conti nui ng)
Man, you need your nails cut.

Carl os kneels to fold the cape.

CARLCS
(conti nui ng)
Look at this.

Topsy peeks inside the duffle bag. Carlos shows himthe horse.

CARLCS
(conti nui ng)
Wat ch.

CARLCS
(conti nui ng;
whi spering into the
horse's ear)
Take good care of Carlos as you have
done for Anna.
Topsy barks.
The horse vani shes from Carl os' hands.
CARLCS
(conti nui ng)
OCh no! What have | done?
Sweating, in a panic, he searches the area under the tree,
t he bushes, the tangled vines. Carlos fails to find the
little horse.
A NO SE behind him

Carl os swings around. FIVE BOYS, 16 and 17 surround him

EXT. APPLE WOCODS - DAY

Carlos realizes that his rope has noved nmuch higher. Carl os
gasps at the change. He clinbs the tree to the new hei ght.

The Magic Horse hides in the foliage. Carlos takes a few
frightened steps. He keeps going all the way across.

Carlos smles to hinself.

Carlos slides to the ground.



25.

EXT. CORNFI ELD - NOON

Carlos wal ks slowy through tall cornstallks. He stops to
rest. He drinks the last of his water. The sun burns into the
field.

A deserted barn |loons at the edge of the cornfield. He
hurries toward an open door.

| NT. BARN - DAY
Dar k. Cool. Cobwebs, dirty wi ndows. DOVES COO in the rafters.

On along table he finds a half |oaf of BREAD and tears off
a hunk. He drinks WATER from a pitcher.

Wiile eating the bread, Carlos roans the main floor of the
bar n.

He pushes on the sliding door. Locked. He notices the w ndows
are boarded from the outside.

A rickety | adder |eads 40 feet to the loft. Carlos stands at
the bottom of the | adder.

An OAL HOOTS down at him He clinbs three feet. He clinbs
down. He closes his eyes and bangs his head on the | adder.

I NT. BARN - DAY

Carl os awakens at the center of his web. He's frightened by
the ropes. He stretches and starts to unwind the ropes. He's
shocked to find a Carousel Horse | eaning against the wall on
the main level. It was not there the night before.

He hears sound of VO CES nearing the barn. He ties the rope
fromone post to another across the barn floor. A MOUSE
dances across the fl oor.

The EDGEMONT BOYS enter through the sliding door.

TODD
Sl eep wel |l ?

CARLCS
| need food and water.

CARLCS
(conti nui ng)
I f you keep me prisoner, you mnust
feed me. Even in wartinme they take
care of prisoners.

CARLCS
(conti nui ng)
YEAH. We'll get em
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Todd | ooks up. Al silent.

TODD
You' ve nmet our Brenda. A small
sacrificial lanb for this year.
They' Il tear her to shreads.

CARLCS
| don't want to be found.

TODD
W won't turn you in. Max has
breakfast for you. And |later you can
hi de out at the Carnival.

RAMON
They' re gonna nove on in a day or so.
Just bl end.

They turn and foll ow Todd, |ocking the barn again | eaving the
br eakf ast .

Carl os eats. He discovers and open wi ndow He takes the rope
and his bag through the w ndow.
| NT. BARN - NI GHT

Carlos tries to slide the big door open. H s face reddens
wi th anger and he KI CKS the door.

Linping a bit, he piles clean straw in a nearby horse stall

| NT. BARN - NI GHT

An oil lanp flickers on the table. Carlos' shadow hovers on
the wall.

EXT. BARN - MORNI NG

Carl os | eaves the barn. He carries the coil of rope and his
bag. He finds a path into the woods.

EXT. APPLE WOODS - DAY

Carlos strings his rope between two trees. He nounts the | ow
slung rope, wal ks several feet.

He falls off. Leaps on again.

Soneone wat ches from behind tall bushes. Hi dden by dense
foliage stands the Magi c Horse.

Carlos realizes that his rope has noved nmuch higher. Carl os
gasps at the change. He clinbs the tree to the new hei ght.
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The Magic Horse hides in the foliage. Carlso takes a few
frighened steps. He keeps going all the way across.

Carlos smles to hinself.
| NT. BARN - DAY
Carlos sits on a bale of hay with his hands tied behind him

CARLCS
| don't have tine for this.

RAMON
You ate our bread.

ROG
And drank our water.

TODD
Boys, neet the great Carl os Sanchez.

Carl os' head cones up fast.

TODD
(conti nui ng)
They' re | ooking for you. W' ve been
in touch.

Carl os stares at Todd.

ROG
He's proud, ain't he?

Todd steps closer to Carl os.

TODD
You have you got probl ens.

Carl os bli nks.

ROG
VWhat probl ens can he have?

BERNARDO
He | ooks good.

TODD
And he's wondering where his conb is.

The boys | augh.

TODD
(conti nui ng)
W' ve got problens too.

BERNARDO
We figure you owe us sonething for
our hospitality.
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Todd takes out Carlos' wallet. He renoves Carlos' student 1.
Carlos turns his face away.
CARLCS
Who are you?
ROG
The five dwarfs.
TODD
Enough cat and nouse. I'll make a
deal with you. W'll let you go if
you can clinb that |adder and give us
alittle show.
ROG
Yeah. Great idea.
Carlos | ooks up 40 feet to |oft above. A rope stretches
across the length of the barn. He swall ows hard.
TODD
He's sweating now, Quys.
Todd takes out a KNIFE and cuts the ropes on Carlos' wists
and feet.
Carl os eyes the door. But the circle closes in around him
He goes to the ladder. dinbs 20 feet. The | adder wobbles. A

few rungs are broken and rotted. Car
fatique and fear.

He | ooks down at the fascinated boys.

Carlos clinbs to the top. He steps onto the rope,

again to the loft.

TODD
(conti nui ng)

os' face shows agony of

t hen back

That' s enough. You can cone down.

Humi [ iati on and di sgust on his face,
shaki ng hands.

TODD
(conti nui ng)
The great Carl os Sanchez,
qui vering jello.

Carl os stands at the | adder.

TODD
(conti nui ng)
Rest now.
(to Ranon)
Tie a rope around his neck.

Carlos clinmbs down with

a nass of

D.
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RAMON
Li ke a dog.

Ranon reties Carlos' hands and feet. He | oops the rope around
Carl os' neck.

TODD
To win your freedom you must work
with us for awhile. It'Il take your

m nd off your ness.

RAMON
We're heading into eneny territory.

TODD
You've net M ss Hauer, this year's
sacrificial |anmb?

CARLCS
Yes.

TODD
You |ike her?

CARLCS
Maybe.

Rog | ooks at Todd
ROG

| told you this wouldn't work.
TODD

You do this for us. W'll help you

find your missing little horse.

Carlos stares in disbellief.

TODD
(conti nui ng)
Deal ?
CARLCS
Deal !

Todd puts Carlos'ID CARD into his own wall et.

| NT. BARN - NI GHT

Carlos finds a rope coiled on a hook. He lifts it off and
ties one end to one side of a horse's stall. he waps the
rope back and forth across the stall making a huge spider web.
He |ies down on straw beneath the web.

Sl eepl ess, Carlos stares into the dark corners of the silent
bar n.
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EXT. CARN VAL ENTRANCE - DAY

Carl os enters the Carnival grounds through an arched paper
mache SI GN:"MUNSON' S M DLANDS CARNI VAL SHOW "

A small-time Carnival, stands on a grassy bluff overl ooki ng
t he tracks.

In the b.g., Carnival ROUGH ES, Mexican, Chinese, blacks
Italians work at setting up various concession booths, tents
and rides.

The Ferris Wheel glows in sunlight.
A sem -trailer truck remains to be unl oaded.

JOHN MELADO, twenty-five, and SKI P MENDEZ, twenty, hook up a
the Ferris Weel.

In the f.g., at the center of the Mdway, TONY SKELLY, and
FRANK VI CELLI, off-load a smaller truck near the half-
assenbl ed Merry-go-round.

They carry out a wooden horse with a wild stare and set it
down with the other horses.

WLLIE MJUNSON, 50, exits his nearby trailer. Unshaven,
weari ng baggy pants, suspenders, and a tee-shirt.

WLLIE
Hol a!
Carl os | ooks down.
WLLIE
(conti nui ng)
Don't worry, Son. |'mnot anyone to
ask questions about a fella. | can

tell by looking at himif he's okay.

EXT. CARNI VAL - N GHT

In the b.g., the sounds of SCREAMS, CHI LDREN S VO CES
SHOUTI NG MJSI C, RUMBLI NG ri des.

Wi zzing lights surround Carlos. A line of CHI LDREN wait for
a turn.

Carl os wanders past runbling attractions. He observes ganes
of chance. HAWKERS call out to him

He | ounges near the Ferris Wheel, drinking a coke. Al a
bl urred backdrop to Carlos with certain scenes comng to him
in sharp focus:

He watches a FATHER with a small SON. The Ferris Wheel stops
tolet ontw little GRLS
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Brenda wal ks by. She's eating cotton candy. She sees him
He arches one eyebrow. Brenda supresses a snile.

She turns red.

EXT. | NTERSECTI ON CARTER ROAD - DAY

After crossing at the light, Brenda stops to read a | arge
Col oni al SI GN: "YOU ARE NOW ENTERI NG SUMM T POPULATI ON 4, 500. "

Carl os catches up with her.

BRENDA
Hello. M nane is Brenda El ai ne
Hauer. You may call nme "M ss Hauer."

CARLCS
M ss Hauer?

BRENDA
Yes.

CARLCS

You're riding fast. Could you and |
wal k to where you're goi ng?

BRENDA
"' m not supposed to speak to
strangers.

CARLCS

I"mnot a stranger. W net in the
newspaper store.

EXT. SUWM T H GH SCHOOL CORNER - DAY

Brenda appears tiny against the state-of-the-art high school
bui | di ng.

EXT. SUWM T SI DE STREET - DAY

Pi npoints of sunlight pierce the thick |eaf-cover here.

Carl os and Brenda ride her bi ke double along thetree-lined
street.

She points out |large hones with fine cars in their driveways.

A gardener hoses a flower garden.
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EXT. SUWM T COUNTRY CLUB GATE - DAY

Carlos, with Brenda's arns around his waist rides slowy by
the dub's | ocked iron gate.

A | arge swi nmm ng pool sparkles through breaks in thick
foil age.

In b.g., TEENS apply sun-tan lotion. O hers dive.

SCREAMS, TALK, LAUGHTER, the SOUND of a diving board BANG NG
wat er SPLASHI NG

EXT. FOOTBALL FI ELD - DAY

FOOTBALL TEAM practices in b.g.

In f.g., a Cheerleaders’ Wrkshop is in progress.

Carl os and Brenda wat ch unseen through the chain-link fence.
He notices tears in Brenda's eyes.

CARLCS
VWhat's wrong?

BRENDA
| want to be one of them

FIVE GRLS, dressed in shorts Sumnit t-shirts, |earn cheers
from CHEERLEADERS in bl ue and gold unifornmns.

Their ADVI SER t akes notes in her notebook.

MELANI E DAVI S, 15, JUN OR CHEERLEADER, | eads a cheer.
Mel anie's center of attention is herself.

MELANI E
Gve ne an S

The other girls follow Mel ani e' s novenents.

MELANI E
(conti nui ng)
Grls, yell louder than that.
(st oppi ng, hands on
hi ps)
| couldn't hear you.

G RLS AND MELANI E
(1 ouder)
Gve ne an S

Brenda repeats the words along with the girs. Carl os watches
her. They ride on.
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EXT. COSTI NELLI Cl RCUS BACKYARD - CHI CAGO - DAY

Luis and Manuel junp into their trailer.

| NT. SANCHEZ TRAI LER - CHI CAGO - DAY
Luis starts the engine.
LU S

| can't wait for Hernando any | onger.
We nust find Carl os oursel ves.

MANUEL
Let nme stay here.
LU S
Your place is with your famly.

That's me.

Manuel stares out his window Luis drives into traffic.

EXT. ACROSS STREET OF SUM T YOUTH CENTER - DAY

Carl os and Brenda park her bike on a stand. Carlos takes his
bag fromthe basket.

Two Sunmit H GH BOYS enter the Youth Center.

Wen the door opens, DANCE MJUSI C attracts Brenda.

She crosses. Carlos waits at the bike stand.

Hol di ng the door open, Brenda enjoys the cool air and the
nmusi ¢ for a several beats.

I NT. SUM T YOUTH CENTER - DAY

Large " COCA- COLA" POSTERS featuring whol esone teens drinking
green bottles cover the walls.

A lighted Juke box continues playing while FIVE teen COUPLES
dance.

Brenda wat ches, nmesnerized. Carlos follows. They stand near
t he entrance.

Mel ani e and 15-year-old MARK WLSON in a SUM T BASKETBALL
shirt enter. Mark acts like a teen idol.

Carlos turns to |eave, then stays to overhear Melanie and
Mark' s conversation.

Carlos puts on an apron. He grabs a tray and starts busing
t abl es.
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MELANI E

Your parents won't be honme?
MARK

No, would | lead you astray?
MELANI E

Any special entertainnment?
Mark sml es.

No one notices Carlos. Brenda sees only Mark.

| NT. YOUTH CENTER - DAY
Brenda noves to a table in a dark corner.

Shafts of sunlight through high wi ndows focus on the dance
floor |ike spotlights.

A BOY takes orders from TEENS seated at tables around the
dance fl oor.

I NT. YOUTH CENTER - DAY

Sits nursing another Coke at a different table. "CHERRY PI NK
AND APPLE BLOSSOM WHI TE" by PEREZ PRADO pl ays.

As Mark and Mel ani e dance, they spin into Brenda's table.
Brenda' s Coke spills.

MARK AND MELANI E LOOKI NG DOWN AT BRENDA FROM A SEEM NG
GREAT HEI GHT - BRENDA' S POV

Brenda sees that Mel anie wears a boy's class ring on a gold
chai n.

GOLD RI NG GLEAMS | N THE LI GHT FROM THE W NDOW ABOVE
BRENDA' S TABLE.

Mel ani e gives Mark a knowi ng gl ance. They sit. Brenda tries
to wipe the spilled drink with a napkin. She appears
enbarrassed and fl ustered.

BRENDA
(rising to | eave)
You want this table?

MELANI E
No. Don't go. Sit down.

Anot her DANCE SONG pl ays.

Brenda sits on the edge of her chair.
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Al though Mark is seated, his attention wanders; his eyes are
on his friends throughout the room He waves and nods as
ot hers dance bhy.

MELANI E
(continui ng; taking
a deep breath)
What's your name?

BRENDA
(1 ooki ng down at her
hands)
Br enda Hauer.

MELANI E
|"m Mel anie Davis. This is ny steady,
Mark W1 son.

BRENDA
Hi .

Mel ani e nudges Mark, who turns and smiles. Brenda can't neet
his gaze. She | ooks down at the floor.

MELANI E
Where do you live?
BRENDA
On the edge of Summt.
MELANI E
You'l | be a new sophonore soon?

Brenda nervously gl ances at her watch.

BRENDA
|'d better get going.
MELANI E
You can't go until you' ve danced with
someone.
BRENDA
| can't?

Mel ani e gives Mark a | ook. He understands Mel anie's plan.
MARK

(rising to his feet)
Dance?

Stunned, Brenda rises stiffly.
Mark trips when Brenda steps on his toe.
MARK

(continuing; to TODD)
Hey, Todd. Great practice |ast night.
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TODD
(flattered)
See you tonight.

Mark turns Brenda to stay close to Todd.

MARK
See you.

Mark doesn't notice Brenda's snile.

As the SONG ENDS, Mark checks to see if Melanie's watching
them then he holds Brenda close for a beat.

Brenda notices this.

Mark steers her to the table, where Melanie sits sipping a
Coke. They join her.

MELANI E
W |i ke you, Brenda.
(giving Mark a | o00k)
When you start school you'll need
sonme good friends.

BRENDA
Yes ... | guess so.

Mel anie plays with Mark's ring on the chain.

MELANI E
Mark's going to have a party tonight
at his house. And we'd |like you to
cone.

BRENDA
| guess | couldn't do that.

MELANI E
(pati ence thinning)
Well, why not?

BRENDA
(to Mark)
My pa won't let nme date til 1'm 16.

Mark takes one of Brenda's hands on his.

MARK
Your Dad doesn't need to know.

MELANI E
"Il nmeet you at the Carnival on
Iler's HIl at 7:30 tonight.
(squeezi ng her arm
Wiy you m ght even becone a
cheer | eader |ike nme sonme day.

we
M

Brenda renoves her hand from Mark's
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BRENDA
Maybe | could find sonmeone to go with
ne.

MELANI E
We'll see you tonight at the Carnival.

Brenda smles wanly at Mark and Melanie as they rise to dance.

EXT. YOUTH CENTER/ ENTRANCE - DAY

Brenda, dazed, stunbles out. Wth a glance at her watch, she
runs across the street to her bike. Traffic halts, horns bl ow

| NT. HAUER KI TCHEN - NI GHT
KI TCHEN CLOCK reads 6:50 P. M
Brenda enters, a faint smle on her face.

She's dressed in a skirt and peasant bl ouse. Her hair's done
in tight braids around her head.

A bowl of overripe peaches sits in the mddle of the table.

Brenda's portion warns on the stove. Tom stands cooki ng at
t he stove.

TOM
| told you to stay hone tonight.
EXT. CARN VAL/ FERRI S WHEEL - NI GHT
A shaken Brenda rides Ferris Weel.

John Mel | ado, operating the Weel, snaps the bar into place
in front of Brenda.

The ride jerks and stops to let on the next two little girls.

Carl os | ooks up at Brenda. He sees her startle at the sounds
of cars GUNNI NG ENG NES and doors SLAMM NG bel ow.

Carl os sees Melanie, Mark, ROG 16, VINCE, 15, Mark's
cousins, and the H ghwood crowd approach the Weel.

They gat her | aughing and tal king at the Weel base.
Carl os watches Brenda's reaction.
CGerry Weiner stops to give Carlos sone pop.
Brenda | ooks down fromthe top.
BRENDA

(cal l'ing)
| want to get off!



38.
The Wheel turns steadily. A wild-eyed Brenda grips the seat
bar .
Carl os calls Jackie over.

CARLCS
Can you take over for a few m nutes?

Jacki e nods and slips over to take tickets for the next ride.
Carlos wal ks to the Ferris Weel.

As the Wheel turns, he sees that Brenda is crying.

John notices too.He |ets Brenda off next.

In the crowd in line for tickets, Brenda nanages to slip past
Mark and Mel ani e.

Carlos starts after them
Rog and Vince realize that there's a chase on
ROG
(pull'ing Vince al ong)

Mar k! A chase!

Rog and Vince foll ow
Br enda.

They shove and push their way through famlies and bystanders.
Carlos follows at a distance.
EXT. END OF M DWAY - N GHT
Brenda realizes she's trapped.
The way is blocked by tents, trailers, and equi pnent.
Rog and Vince corner Brenda up against a tent.

Rog takes one hand, Vince the other. They pull Brenda in
opposite directions.

BRENDA
(shouting in pain)
Stop pulling ne!

Rog and Vince drag Brenda into the crowded M dway.

EXT. CARN VAL PARKI NG LOT - N GHT

Carlos runs forward a short distance in tinme to see Mark and
Mel ani e drive Brenda away. Rog and Vince hold Brenda captive
bet ween t hem
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BRENDA
ol o (cal l'i ng back)
p!

Carlos stands in the parking area as the last of the H ghwood
cars speeds away.

Carl os wal ks through the dust toward the Back- End.

EXT. CARN VAL/ MONI QUE' S TRAI LER - NI GHT

In b.g., a BABY cries.

Sound of guitar STRUWMM NG

Carl os knocks on the trailer door.

WIllie conmes out onto the top step, Mnique at his shoul der.

WLLIE
VWhat's going on, ny friend?

CARLCS
| want to take one of the trucks.

WLLIE
Going for a ride?

WLLIE
(conti nui ng)

Better not take a truck. Big trouble
if you do that.

EXT. OQAK ROAD - NI GHT
Mar k' s converti ble ROARS down the road. Others in the party
wave fromtheir passing cars.
EXT. CARN VAL MERRY- GO- ROUND - NI GHT
Carl os stands next to the Magic Horse. He takes a deep breath.
CARLCS
Pl ease. | need your help.
| NT. HAUER BARN - NI GHT
The barn interior remains dark except for the circle of
flashlight beans, which play on Brenda. She sits on a wooden
box.
Brenda sobs.

Mel ani e prepares a mxture of white paint with a broken stick.
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The circle draws tighter. Ml anie readies the brush.

A gust of wind BLOAS open the double doors in the loft. The
sound of doors BANG NG

MELANI E
What' s that bangi ng?

Brenda hi des her face in her hands.
The sound of RUSTLI NG above.

Fl ashlights turn upward. They see the head of a Carousel
Horse leering at themfromthe edge of the |oft.

The Horse's face remains fixed. The nouth is open, tongue to
one side over white teeth. A mad stare fromred bull's eye.

MARK
What's going on here? How?

TODD
Look at it. It's as if it can see us.
Spooky, that's what it is.
Brenda stares too.
She npbves to the barn door.
Mark swings his torch back to Brenda.

MARK
Don't go.

The Horse's head draws back.

Hay fromthe |oft begins to fall as if pitched down in great
anounts. Heavier bales follow The boys holding Brenda | et go.

Todd runs outside. Ghers foll ow

Carlos, in his nother's gl eam ng cape, now stands above at
the loft's edge. He stretches his arnms forward above his head.

The hay continues to rain down.

ROG
Forget about her. Cone on this is
strange.
Brenda | eans against a wall. Carlos | ooks down at her.
MELANI E

| want to go hone, Mark.

Mark nods. Wth sone dignity, he ushers Ml ani e outsi de.
O hers push past themand run for cars. The sound of o.s.
engi nes FI Rl NG
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Carlos clinbs down to Brenda.

CARLCS
VWhat a bunch of cl owns.

He touches her arm
CARLCS
(conti nui ng)
You' re shaki ng.

He noves cl oser and waps Brenda in the gl eam ng fol ds of
Anna' s cape.

Carl os ki sses Brenda on the forehead. She steps back.
BRENDA
| don't know what to say.
EXT. HAUER BARN LOFT - NI GHT

The doors in notion a bit in the noonlight.

EXT. HAUER BARN - NI GHT

Carlos and Brenda talk at a picnic table. Carlos sits on the
t abl e edge.

Carlos still wears the cape.
CARLCS
You okay?
BRENDA
| guess so.
CARLCS
Still cold?
BRENDA
No. | should go. My pa's going to
kill me.
CARLCS
Don't go.

Carl os st ands.

BRENDA
... | was wondering why you cane
after me. | nean how did you know
where | was?

CARLCS
| saw them chasing you. | followed.

Brenda sits on the bench.
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CARLCS
(conti nui ng)
How ol d are you?

Br enda bl ushes.

BRENDA
Fifteen.
CARLCS
Real | y? Got a boyfriend?
BRENDA
Not yet. Maybe 1'Il get one when |I go

to high school .

EXT. HAUER FRONT PORCH - NI GHT
Carl os and Brenda stand under the porch |ight.

The sound of gnats and not hs THUDDI NG and SNAPPI NG at t he
light.

CARLCS
Wel 1, good night.

Carlos turns to | eave. Brenda doesn't nove to go in. After
several steps away, he returns and kisses her gently. He
| eaves.

Brenda turns to enter. Sailor barks O S. frominside the
house.

EXT. BARN DOCR - DAY

Carl os, surprised and enbarrassed to see Brenda at the barn
door, nearly spills the water bucket he carries.

CARLCS
Thanks for letting ne sleep in your
barn | ast night.

BRENDA
Pa doesn't know. | better go.

Carl os | ooks so sad that Brenda stays. Carlos gives her a
qui ck hug.

Carl os takes her armand | eads her out toward a |large tree
near by.

CARLCS
Wait here.

She sits on the grass and he returns to the barn.
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Carlos runs fromthe barn with the scrapbook. He sits cl ose
besi de her on the grass.
Carl os hunches over a PHOTO ALBUM He turns the page.
Carl os discovers a SNAPSHOT SHOW NG
A SM LI NG ANNA W TH HER ARM AROUND HER CAROUSEL HORSE' S NECK.

He turns to the I LLUSTRATI ON of The Magi c Horse. He conpares
the PHOTO to the Il lustation.

Hi s face shows surprise when he sees that The Magic Horse in
the BOOK and Anna's Carousel Horse each has an identical RED
BULLSEYE.

CARLCS
(conti nui ng; openi ng
t he book)
Prom se me you won't tell anyone.
BRENDA
What is it?

Carl os hands her his album Brenda turns the pages. They read
t he headl i nes together.

HEADLI NES r ead:

CHI CAGO SENTI NEL:

"Cl RCUS H GH W RE TRAGEDY"

CHI CAGO CHRONI CLE:

"SANCHEZ FAM LY MOURNS MOTHER S DEATH'

Carlos pulls Brenda to her feet. They enbrace, then watch the
sunri se over the field.

EXT. CARNI VAL - N GHT

A STORMrolls in. Light starter drops fall.

The wi nd picks up as Roughies struggle to |ash canvas down on
concessi on st ands.

An enpty ticket booth blows over. Rain |[like a solid wall of
water li ke a water fall.

SOUNDS of canvas flapping in the violent w nds.
SKY FILLS W TH BLACK CLOUDS
Peopl e gather children and head for hone.

A TERRI FI C THUNDERCLAP
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ON FERRI S WHEEL - BRENDA

LI GHTNI NG STRI KES THE FERRI S WHEEL ENG NE

SOUNDS of | oud buzzing and hi ssing.

Al lights go out on the Weel.

Fire | eaps up.

Carl os grabs fire extinguisher and sprays the fire.
John Mel ado races for the Kiddie Rides.

Heavy rai n continues.

| NT. HAUER FARMHOUSE/ KI TCHEN - NI GHT

STORM WHI PS | NTO | NCREASED FRENZY AS IF I T M GHT BLOW THE
HOUSE AWAY

M ke, soaked through, stands in a nud puddl e before Tom
M KE
(shouting over storm
SOUNDS)
Brenda's in troubl el
(breathl ess)
Carnival now. She's trapped!

Tom grabs his rain slicker. They exit.

EXT. CARN VAL/ FERRI S- WHEEL - NI GHT

The fire's out now. Rain continues with gale force.

Carni val Roughies fight to tie down the rides.

Moni que and Natalie run by with several small crying children.
CGerry Weiner carries Topsy.

Wllie nmeets themand they head toward t he Back- End.

Brenda shivers in her seat.

Children in other seats scream and reach out for their
parents.

EXT. CARNI VAL - N GHT

Chaos reigns as the stormblows down tents. Carnival Roughies

work to dismantle the rides. O hers attenpt to | ash down
shappi ng canvas covers.
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EXT. FERRI'S WHEEL SEAT - NI GHT

Brenda's face | ooks transfixed by the sight bel ow her

EXT. CARNI VAL - N GHT

Bl LLI E STOKES watches Carlos, with his BB GUN cradled in his
arnms. An odd snile plays across his dripping face.

The fire is out. The Ferri s-wheel towers dark and noti onl ess.

Rai n drenched CHI LDREN SCREAM to their PARENTS fromthe seats
above.

Carl os' face shows great concern.

Skip Mendez swings hinself up the rigging. He attenpts to
rescue a little G RL.

Carl os studies Skip's maneuvers on the slippery Weel struts.
He sees Skip reach the child' s seat -- about hal f-way up.

The sobbing girl clinbs onto Skip's back.
Skip clinmbs down, the child clinging to his neck.

The child' s parents take her from Skip when he reaches the
Wheel base.

Skip notices Carlos and Brenda. He nop's his stream ng face
with a wet handkerchi ef.

SKI P
(breat hi ng hard)
Take over. |' m bushed.

CARLOS
Wai t.

Carl os | ooks up at Brenda. She forns the words.

Carl os backs away. He runs to the Merry- Go-Round.
Billie Stokes trails behind.

No one but Billie sees Carlos nmount the Magi c Horse.

The Horse's eyes glow to flane red. Carlos whispers inits
ear. The Horse's head is in a tucked position.

Carlos hears the tingling bell. He grabs the reins.
The pssst SOUND of a BB SHOT FIRES fromBillie's GUN.
The Magic Horse jerks in pain.

Horse's back right | eg CRACKS and SPLI NTERS.
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Carlos stares into the crowd.
He sees Billie run right into his FATHER

BOBBI E STOKES wests the gun fromhis son. Billie disappears
into the darkness.

Carlos starts after Billie, but Skip stops him

SKI P
Go up, Kid.

Lui s and Manuel cone forward.
LU S

Try.
EXT. CARN VAL/ FERRI S WHEEL - NI GHT
Carl os keeps his eye on Brenda and begins to clinb the
rigging to the top.
I NT. CENTER RING Cl RCUS - N GHT - FANTASY
Carl os stands on his perch. He sees Louis speak to Anna. They
argue bel ow. Louis shakes his head and wal ks to the

Ri ngmast er.

Carl os reacts as the net cones down.

EXT. CARN VAL/ FERRI S WHEEL - SAME

Carl os shakes his head. He stops to wipe the rain fromhis
eyes with one hand.

He continues to clinb up the Ferris-wheel struts. One by one,
Carl os rescues Brenda and the children. Parents crowd around
t ht he boy, hugging and kissing him patting himon the back
if they can reach him Carlos smles his freedom

Tom shakes his hand when the parents return home with the
children. Manuel and Luis hug Carl os.

EXT. CARN VAL PARKI NG LOT - N GHT

In the confusion, Hernando | oads the Carousel Horse into the
rear of his pickup. He covers the horse with a tarp.

Her nando drives out of the Carnival parking |ot.
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I NT. TRUCK CAB - FURTHER DOMN THE ROAD - NI GHT

Her nando drives his head forward as close to the w ndshield
as possi bl e. He studi es an upsi dedown MAP with a penlight.

He turns to Martina who clings to the side of her cage.
HERNANDO
No worry.
EXT. RIVER ROAD - NI GHT
The truck crawl s through the STORM
EXT. RIVER BEND - N GHT

STRONG W ND destroys a SIGN readi ng: "DETOUR AHEAD. DANGER
ROAD CLGOSED. "

A WND GUST BLOAS THREE ROAD BLOCKS OVER.

EXT. BRI DGE - N GHT

Her nando drives through onto a rickety bridge. The BRI DGE
COLLAPPSES into the rushing river.

EXT. UNDERWATER - NI GHT

The truck SINKS sending mllions of bubbles to the surface.

Down it goes passing an old car-weck, the hulk of a fishing-
boat .

The truck drifts by discarded junk hal f-buried in nud.

I NT. TRUCK CAB - UNDER WATER - NI GHT

Pani c. Hernando BEATS hi s bl eedi ng hands agai nst the truck
W ndows.

Martina's cage falls off the seat. She crawl s around
Her nando' s neck.

He screans at iridescent fish swinmmng by the w ndshi el d.

EXT. TRUCK BED - UNDER WATER - N GHT

The tarp UNFURLS revealing the Carousel horse. The horse
FLOATS on its side.

The right EYE GLOAMS RED. WOOD TURNS TO MUSCLE. The EARS
TWTCH. The horse's gl eam ng white COAT RI PPLES. The SADDLE
BECOVMES bur ni shed LEATHER Behi nd the saddl e, the CARVED
BLANKET BECOMES bl ue WOOL.
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The Horse's BODY TREMBLES in the cold water. Wth great
speed, it RISES to the surface.

EXT. RI VER BENEATH BRI DGE - NI GHT

No | onger disguised as a Carousel Horse, THE MAG C HORSE
BURSTS fromthe surface SENDI NG SPRAYS of WATER SPEW NG | i ke
m ghty FOUNTAI NS.

The Horse hovers in md-air, RED EYE ROLLING THROUGH I TS
EYE, the Magi c Horse UNLEASHES A SCARLET RAY OF ENCHANTED
PONER. The RAY PI ERCES THE WATER surroundi ng the truck

The truck EXPLODES fromthe surface.

Like a toy tossed away by a willful child, the truck CLEARS
TREE TOPS and LANDS back on the road with a CRASH and BOUNCE
EXT. RIVER ROAD - N GHT

Seei ng Hernando and Martina in a deep sleep, the Magic Horse
arches his neck before the truck. Its EYE GGOA5 RED. It
NEIGHS in wild excitenent.

ENG NE AND HEADLI GHTS START UP.

The Magi ¢ Horse BREATHES on Martina and Hernando through
Her nando’' s open wi ndow. They revive.

The Magic Horse enters a M ST.

I NT. TRUCK CAB - NI GHT
Her nando awakens. He reaches for Martina. Her eyes open.

HERNANDO
Who? The lights... the engine?

Her nando flings his door w de; WATER POURS onto the road.

Through the M ST, Hernando sees the Magic Horse trotting
toward them

He leans out to wave it away. Nothing stops that forward
not i on.

HERNANDO
(conti nui ng)
"1l give it back, | promse. I'm
sorry. \Whoa!

Her nando SLAMS hi s door.

He floors the gas pedal. The truck slides away on | oose
gravel. Martina | ooks back.
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| NT. TRUCK CAB - FURTHER UP THE ROAD - NI GHT

Her nando parks the pickup at roadside. He stares at Marti na.
She's dry. Her Sonbrero, dry. He touches his hair. That's dry
too. He turns over his hands. No injuries remain visible.
Martina sl eeps in her hammock.

EXT. SKY ABOVE TRACKS - N GHT

Over barns of neighboring farnms, the Magic Horse circles and
drifts until it sees Brenda's barn bel ow

EXT. HAUER BARN - NI GHT

The Magic Horse lands carefully. It linps inside and lies on
a pile of hay. It's back |eg, severely injured.

| NT. HAUER BARN - DAY

Carlos with glue and sandpaper and paint repairs the Carousel
Horse's shattered | eqg.

Near by, Todd, Ranon, Rog, Bernardo, and Warren listen to M.
Johnny tutor them Piles of books and papers litter a | ong
pi cni c table.

EXT. BRI DGE AT RI VER BANK - DAY

Dawn. Several trucks line the road.

SIGN on the side of a small truck reads: "BOYD S DI VING'.
Her nando parks hi s pickup.

Her nando and Martina watch TWO DIVERS in wet suits crawl onto
the ri ver bank.

One DI VER hands Hernando a rusted |icense plate.

Dl VER
This yours?

Her ando shakes his head. He pays the divers.
HERNANDO
(to Martina)
| can't even return it. Gone!
EXT. CARN VAL/ FERRI S WHEEL - DAY
Carnival rides, packed in trucks.

A seni-trail er being backed closer for |oadi ng nearby.

Roughi es eat lunch as they sit on the ground.
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Brenda | ooks up at the Wheel |ost in thought.
Carl os cones from behi nd, he touches her shoul der.
They ki ss.

Carl os places Brenda gently in a seat. He starts the ride and
clinbs the rigging up to her.

Brenda and Carl os tal ki ng.

CARLCS
| tried to call, but no one answered
your phone. Many tines, | called.
|"ve decided to go back to the G rcus
and ny famly. | leave on the train
soon.

BRENDA
That's wonderful.

CARLCS
Wllie and Gerry are com ng back with
ne.

BRENDA
Good

CARLCS
Wllie' s going to frame a cl own act
with Gerry and Topsy.

BRENDA
And you?

CARLCS

"1l be performng in our high-wire
act with ny famly again.

They enbrace.

CARLCS
(conti nui ng)
| want to | eave ny Horse in your barn
as paynent for ny |odging there.

BRENDA
"1l take care of it.
CARLCS
| glued his I eg back together. It's

okay now.

Brenda smles as the huge Weel reaches the top. he pl aces
his ring on a chain, and with a lingering kiss, fastens the
chain around Brenda's neck. She's overwhel med and pl eased.
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Brenda | ooks down at the gold ring. Carlos continues talking,
maki ng wonderful pronises, as the Wheel turns. Brenda snil es;
she | ooks off into the distance.
EXT. ABOVE CARNI VAL GROUNDS - DAY
CARLCS (V. Q)
And I'll wite letters to you from
all over the country.

The sun gl ows upon the Weel until it seens a ring of gold.

I NT. ClI RCUS BI GTCP - DAY

Luis watches Carl os teach Manuel Anna's secrets of the wre.
They work on a lowwire 6 feet off the ground.

Luis and Stage Manager' Ti m Burke, exam ne a new POSTER for
the act. It pictures: Carlos, Manuel, and Luis.
I NT. Cl RCUS CENTER RING H GH WRE - DAY
Carl os sleeps on his back on the wire 100 feet up.
Martina, in her sonbrero, creeps along the wire toward Carl os.
HERNANDO O. S.
(cal l'ing)
Martina. Martina, where are you, ny
little treasure?
FADE OUT.

The end



